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INCUBATOR NEWS
Maryland Incubator Companies Encouraged to Apply for Annual Award

The planning committee of the fourth annual Maryland Incubator Company of the Year Awards announced that
applications are now available to Maryland incubator companies and incubator graduate companies.  The awards, chosen
by a group of regional industry leaders and early-stage investors, have been recognizing the achievements of these
companies for the past three years.  The Maryland Technology Development Corp. (TEDCO), the Maryland Department
of Business and Economic Development (DBED), American Express Tax and Business Services (TBS) and Saul Ewing
LLP are the awards’ main sponsors.
! Nomination forms and instructions for submission are available on the Maryland Incubator Company of the Year
website: www.mdincubatoraward.com.  Applications are being accepted now through March 12. ! Companies applying to
Early Stage East 7th Annual Venture Fair on May 10 may also use their application in lieu of the Maryland Incubator
Company of the Year’s application.  Endorsed and supported by the Maryland Business Incubation Association (MBIA),
the awards will be presented during a ceremony on June 16, 2004.
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Chesapeake Innovation Center (CIC)
Annapolis, MD

www.cic-tech.org
Contact: John Elstner, email: jelstner@cic-tech.org

New Tenant:
• UTrue – Michael Meyer, CEO

UTrue provides an early warning system to detect the presence of weapons of mass destruction and other dangerous
cargo aboard U.S. container ships across the world.  The company’s technology protects ports using chemical,
toxicological, radiological, light and volume sensors; radio frequency identification; GPS; peer-to-peer encrypted
communications; biometric keys; and video capture.

New and Noteworthy:
• The Chesapeake Innovation Center (CIC) has hired Mark Sauter as its chief operating officer.  Sauter served as a

senior executive at several venture capital-backed companies and joins the CIC from a homeland security training
provider.  In recent years, he held the positions of general manager at the American Institute of Homeland Defense,
and vice president of the American Public University System.  Sauter holds degrees from Harvard University and the
Columbia Graduate School of Journalism, and served as an Army officer in infantry and Special Forces units.  He is
currently co-writing a college textbook on homeland security.

• The CIC has chosen AlwaysOnline.net to be its exclusive data services partner.  This month, the AlwaysOnline will
open its commercial data center at the CIC, offering the Center and its client companies a secure colocation facility
wherein they can house their Web server equipment and take advantage of high-capacity bandwidth, managed hosting
services and redundant power.  AlwaysOnline is a service of Sidus Group, LLC, a Crofton-based company
specializing in web hosting solutions.

• Chris Sleat, president of CIC incubator company Real Interface, recently had his new software, ThreatScreen,
featured as CQ Homeland Security’s “Product of the Week.”  ThreatScreen is a program that can help emergency
crews diagnose a victim’s symptoms and decide whether or not those symptoms indicate exposure to chemicals or
radiation.  The technology is a handheld device that works by asking the user a series of questions, and then
comparing the answers with diagnostic and treatment information compiled by the U.S. Army and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.  ThreatScreen then uses that comparison to offer a list of possible diagnoses and
directions for immediate treatment.

Emerging Technology Center (ETC)
Baltimore, MD

www.etcbaltimore.com
Contact: Ann Lansinger, email: annlansinger@etcbaltimore.com

 New and Noteworthy:
• VISICU recently announced that the Swedish Medical Center in Seattle will implement the company’s eICU

technology.  eICU enables intensivists and nurses to monitor and care for ICU patients through a centralized, high-
fidelity telemedicine network.  Swedish Medical Center is the largest nonprofit health provider in the Northwest, and
the first in the region to offer the critical-care service.

• Alexander & Tom, Inc., has been awarded a U.S. Government Services Administration (GSA) contract for its
marketing and design services.  The company is an interactive agency that creates CD-ROM projects, Web sites,
intranets, distance learning courses, wireless applications and interactive games and promotions.

Technology Advancement Program (TAP)
University of Maryland College Park

www.tap.umd.edu
Contact: Sarah Djamshidi, email: sjam@umd.edu

New Tenant:
• StreamCenter, Inc. – Ed Grosvenor, founder
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StreamCenter, Inc., provides web-casting and video conferencing services for educational providers, including trade
associations and member organizations.  The company already has obtained commitments from angel investors for
more than $250,000 in equity investment.

New and Noteworthy:
• DataStream Conversion Services, a provider of high-value data products and conversion services has won a contract

to perform Extensible Markup Language (XML) data conversion services for the House Office of Legislative
Counsel.  The company also recently hired six new full-time employees, bringing its total to 28.

• Thermal Analysis Partners has won several new contracts for its HVAC design/optimization software.  The
company provides solutions for the optimization of thermal management and energy conversion systems.

 Graduate News:
• NovaScreen Biosciences has been awarded a five-year, $12,950,000 contract by the National Institute of Allergy and

Infectious Diseases.  NovaScreen provides services and database products that improve the productivity, accelerate
the pace, and reduce the cost of pharmaceutical research and development.  The contract will enable the company to
establish a pipeline of new drug candidates that stimulate and sustain appropriate immunological responses in the
human innate immune system.

techcenter@UMBC
University of Maryland, Baltimore County

http://www.umbc.edu/techcenter
Contact: Walt Schulz, email: wschulz@umbc.edu

New and Noteworthy:
• Next Breath, LLC has been selected to receive a Maryland Industrial Partnerships (MIPS) award.  The company is a

contract pharmaceutical research and development organization dedicated to pre-clinical identification and evaluation
of commercially viable respiratory and nasal drug delivery platforms.

• VersityTrade has joined techcenter@UMBC’s affiliate program.  VersityTrade is a web-based trading company that
specializes in college material and information transactions, including book trading, auctions, classmates, teacher
review, tutors and roommates.

Technical Innovation Center (TIC)
Hagerstown Community College

www.technicalinnovationcenter.com
Contact: Chris Marschner, email: marschnerc@hcc.cc.md.us

New Tenant:
• DXDT Engineering and Research, LLC – Dr. Chris Hekimian, president

DXDT Engineering and Research, LLC offers research, consulting, systems engineering and software development
services.  The company currently is working on software applications for the FBI and new industry development for
the Melwood organization.  In-house initiatives include the research and development of patent pending systems for
interactive television and computer network security, and collaborative efforts supporting technical career
development for the physically disabled.

New and Noteworthy:
• The Technical Innovation Center (TIC) announced that it recently provided a $4,800 grant to incubator tenant

DVNO so the company can obtain professional accounting services from the firm Smith, Elliott and Kerns (SEK).
DVNO provides downloadable content for mobile telephones and other personal wireless devices.  Its products are
distributed in Radio Shack stores and Sam’s Clubs throughout the U.S.

Graduate News:
• P & D Creative has recently expanded its operations to more than 2,200 square feet of warehouse and production

space at Church Street in Hagerstown.  The company, which formulates, manufactures and markets earth-friendly
cleaning products, formed a partnership with Horizon Goodwill Industries to utilize eight of its employees for filling,
packaging and fulfillment of orders.  Horizon Goodwill provides rehabilitation services, education, training,
employment and opportunities for personal growth for the vocationally handicapped.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
The Emerging Technology Centers (ETC) –

Brown Bag Lunch Discussion: “How to Read a Resume and Interview Candidates”
The ETC will hold a brown bag lunch discussion, “How to Read a Resume and Interview Candidates,” on

Wednesday, March 3, 2004 at noon.  The discussion, to be held at the ETC’s Baltimore offices, will include tips on what
to look for in a good resume and how to prepare interview questions.  Linda F. Segal, a senior consultant for The
McCormick Group, is the guest speaker.

For more information and to RSVP, please call 410-327-9150 or email kanderson@etcbaltimore.com.

techcenter@UMBC - UMBC Visionaries in Information Technology Forum
The UMBC Visionaries in Information Technology Forum will be held Thursday, March 4, 2004 from 7:30 a.m.

to 9:30 a.m. at the Baltimore Marriott Waterfront Hotel.  Industry visionaries, UMBC faculty and corporate partners from
throughout the Baltimore/Washington region will meet to share ideas on the future of information technology and its
critical role in shaping the modern business environment.  Rod Adkins, vice president of development for IBM Systems,
is the guest speaker.

For more information and to register, visit http://techport.umbc.edu/partners/visionary.asp.

TEDCO – MTTF Briefing
TEDCO will hold an informational briefing on Friday, March 12, 2004 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. to present

details of its Maryland Technology Transfer Fund (MTTF) program. The briefing, held at TEDCO’s Columbia offices,
will teach companies how to use one of TEDCO’s capital programs, the MTTF, to help transfer technology from
Maryland universities and federal laboratories to the marketplace.  The program will include a description of the MTTF
program, eligibility requirements, guidelines for effective proposals, proposal submission and review process and the
terms of the agreement, among others. Cost is free, but registration is required.

For more information and to RSVP, contact Linda Saffer at 410-715-4175 or info@MarylandTEDCO.org.

smartacceleratorSM

The smartacceleratorSM program will be held on March 12, 2004 and March 17, 2004 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
the Maryland Technology Development Center (MTDC) in Rockville.  The program, which will focus on biotechnology,
is designed to accelerate the growth and development of high tech startup companies.  It will provide training, networking,
introductions to funding sources and technical assistance to CEOs and their management teams.  Dr. John Holaday,
founder of EntreMed, Inc., will lead the workshop.

For more information, please visit www.umbc.edu/entrepreneurship/courses.

TEDCO – Lower Shore Technology Partnering Showcase
On Tuesday, March 23, 2004, TEDCO will hold the Lower Shore’s first technology partnering showcase at

Salisbury University’s Henson Science Hall.  “Technology Applications for the Business Community: Biological,
Environmental and Space Science” is a partnering showcase in which Lower Shore researchers will present their promising
technological developments to small businesses and entrepreneurs.  The event’s main goal is to bring those technologies
into the marketplace.
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Steve Fritz, TEDCO’s director of technology transfer, and other representatives of the State will discuss funding
programs that help entrepreneurs to develop technology-based products and services.  They will also speak about how to use
partnerships with universities and federal laboratories to bring products and services to market.

For a complete event-day schedule and program information, visit www.MarylandTEDCO.org.  To RSVP,
contact Steve Fritz at 410-715-4166 or sfritz@MarylandTEDCO.org.

Early Stage East’s Seventh Annual Capital Fair
Early Stage East has announced that it is now accepting applications for its seventh annual venture capital

conference in Wilmington, Del. on May 10, 2004 and May 11, 2004.  The event will feature 35 companies presenting
their business growth strategies to an audience of investors and industry supporters.

For more information, please visit www.earlystageeast.org.

MARYLAND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
(TEDCO)

www.MarylandTEDCO.org

TEDCO & Army Research Laboratory Held
Technology Partnering Showcase on Nanotechnology

TEDCO and the Army Research Laboratory (ARL) recently hosted “Providing a Competitive Advantage Through
Innovative Nanotechnology,” a technology partnering showcase geared toward small businesses and entrepreneurs. More
than 220 people attended the event to explore available ARL technologies for commercialization and facilities, equipment
and expertise available through collaboration with ARL.

With an emphasis on Micro-Electro-Mechanical Systems (MEMS) and nanotechnologies, the event included
presentations from ARL researchers on their inventions for commercial applications and the capabilities of the lab. Tech
transfer officials from ARL, TEDCO and the State presented information on funding programs and opportunities to
support tech transfer projects.

To demonstrate the potential impact of working with ARL, Paratek Microwave, a 1998 start-up company, shared
its success story with the audience on patenting its materials technology for wireless communications devices from ARL.
The company has grown to more than 50 employees and $50 million in financing.

For businesses that want more information on this showcase or upcoming showcases in 2004, contact Ron Kaese
at 410-715-4170 or rkaese@MarylandTEDCO.org or visit www.MarylandTEDCO.org.

TEDCO Announces Funding Award from
Council of State Governments to S&M Engineering

TEDCO has awarded Crofton-based S&M Engineering services $24,750 to develop a low cost wastewater
treatment system for use in developing countries.  The funding comes from The Council of State Governments’ (CSG)
program to encourage environmental trade partnerships between the U.S. and Asia. !

The funds will support S&M’s nine-month project titled “Demonstration of a low-cost wastewater treatment
system in Andhra Pradesh, India.”  Currently, in rural India and other developing areas, wastewater is discharged into
rivers and lakes without any treatment, thus creating a high potential for the implementation of similar projects in the
region. !S&M’s technology uses an aerator system in conjunction with the deep pond system to create the low-cost
sustainable method in rural and urban areas.

CSG’s U.S. Response Grants are between $5,000 and $25,000 and require a 1:1 match by the recipient for
activities such as trade missions, trade shows, pilot demonstrations, exchanges, seminars, workshops, needs assessments,
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feasibility studies and marketing strategies.  The grants program is funded by the U.S. Agency for International
Development through the U.S. Asia Environmental Partnership.  The program provides matching grants to U.S. states,
commonwealths and territories to forge partnerships that will engage eligible projects to promote sustainable development
in Asia.

TEDCO is providing S&M business assistance and administrative oversight of the reporting process of this grant.
!TEDCO has the ability to help other companies seeking assistance from this program by reviewing proposals. !Maryland
companies interested in this grant should contact Ronald Kaese at 410-715-4170 or rkaese@MarylandTEDCO.org.

The State of Maryland Announces Two Researchers
Receive Nearly $100,000 from TEDCO’s

University Technology Development Fund

The State of Maryland announced that two researchers received almost $100,000 from the TEDCO’s University
Technology Development Fund (UTDF).  The first award of $50,000 was presented to Dr. Weidong Zhu of the University
of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC).  The second award for $49,992 was presented to Dr. Gottlieb Oehrlein of the
University of Maryland, College Park (UMCP).

Dr. Zhu has developed a non-invasive method for detecting damage in structures, such as bridges and towers.  By
using an iterative algorithm to identify changes in vibration characteristics, Dr. Zhu will be able to quickly and
inexpensively predict and find the location of the damage.  The technology has performed well in computer simulations,
and Baltimore Gas and Electric (BGE) has already invested in it.  TEDCO’s funding will enable Dr. Zhu to conduct
further tests on three actual structures.

Dr. Oehrlein of UMCP is currently developing a new plasma technology.  Plasma technologies are used in the
semiconductor and optical industries to etch micro- and nano-patterns on surfaces. Oehrlein’s technology, which can be
applied to biosensors, microelectromechanical systems (MEMS) and photonics, will carry out nanoscale processing of
materials and patterning of gratings by using a moving silicon shutter.  The shutter minimizes the exposure of materials to
the etching process, which is an improvement over current versions of the technology.

For more information on the UTDF, please visit www.MarylandTEDCO.org.

The Maryland Technology Development Corporation (TEDCO) has programs that aid and promote state-funded
incubators, and federal and university laboratories to increase technology transfer and the development of technology-
based businesses. Heidi Sheppard serves as TEDCO’s Manager of Incubator Programs.

MBIA, a private, professional organization, is comprised of managers supervising existing and active business incubators
in the State of Maryland.  MBIA’s missions are to serve as a united voice for the advancement of business incubation in
Maryland and to maintain the growth and viability of business incubation through shared best practices and resources.

Maryland’s Incubator Update is presented by the Maryland Business Incubation Association (MBIA) and is funded by a
grant from TEDCO and the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA). The Update is distributed monthly and is
designed and compiled by MGH Public Relations. To submit information, or for more information about TEDCO or
MBIA, contact Laura Crovo at 410-902-5058 or lcrovo@mghpr.com or log onto www.MarylandTEDCO.org.

# # #


